
1	 Clean Energy Opponents Are Wrong About Whale Deaths    March 2023 cleanpower.org

Clean Energy Opponents  
Are 

Read more about which clean energy opponents are spreading “conspiracy theories” 
about offshore wind in the media, and hear what the actual experts have to say:

•	“[Congressman Je�] Van Drew [R-NJ] said he is crafting a bill to ban o�shore projects... inspired by an outcry from 
some environmentalists, fishermen and coastal towns about dead humpback and critically endangered right whales 
recently washing ashore.”

•	“Reality check: It’s a conspiracy theory at sharp odds with science that won’t manifest into a law anytime soon…[Van 
Drew’s] anti-wind e�ort is rooted in a false premise.” 

•	“Experts say there are many other reasons whales are vulnerable, including shipping vessels, fishing gear, climate 
change and whaling from more than a century ago.”

•	“Some of the loudest voices drawing attention to the uptick in whale deaths are longtime opponents of o�shore wind 
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Claims About Offshore Wind Farms Killing Whales Are 
Unsubstantiated, Scientists Say 

Wind And Whales: ‘No Evidence’ Links Projects To Deaths

•	“A dozen New Jersey beach town mayors and several other groups now argue offshore wind power activity could 
be the cause of recent whale deaths and wind projects must be stopped while scientists investigate.”

•	“But those most vocal about their concern have been silent in recent years as whale strandings surged along the 
East Coast.”

•	“Experts point to the United Kingdom, which has 2,652 offshore wind turbines and where experts say autopsies 
have not found a connection between dead whales on their shores and the turbines off them.”
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